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FROM STEMPLER, FRIEDMAN, CDR SERRELL, CAPT WENTWORTH 

1, FOLLOWING IS PROPOSED DRAFT REPORT OF AUG 4 ATTACK BASED ON INTER- 
VIEW OF MADDOX-TURNER JOY PERSONNEL IN SUBIC DURING DAY MONDAY . NOTE 
THIS IS REVISION OF ISA SATURDAY DRAFT WITH NUMBER IMPORTANT COURSE 
AND SIGHTING CHANGE AND DELETIONS NOT SUPPORTED BY INTERVIEW/RT TRACES 

QUOTE : THE SECOND ATTACK lAT 9:00 A.M. LOCAL TIME ON THE MORNING OF AUG 
3, THE MADDOX RESUMED HER PATROL IN THE GULF OF TONKIN ACCOMPANIED BY 
IURNER JOY. THIS PATROL HAD THE SAME OBJECTIVES AS THAT OF THE AUG 2 
PATROL. AS IN THE CASE OF ALL SIMILAR PATROLS UNDERTAKEN DURING THE 
PAST SEVERAL YEARS NO OFFENSIVE ACTION WAS EITHER PLANNED OR UNDER- 
TAKEN. BECAUSE, HOWEVER, OF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE PT BOATS ATTACK UPON 
THE MADDOX THE DAY BEFORE A COMBAT AIR PATROL OF AIRCRAFT FROM THE 
CfiRIER TICONDEROGA WAS MAINTAINED OVERHEADo 

2 , RE-ENTERING THE GULF OF TONKIN, THE SHIPS PROCEEDED IN A NORTH- 
WESTERLY DIRECTION WITH THE TURNER JOY FOLLOWING 1,000 YARDS ASTERN 
OF THE MADDOX. BY THE MIDDLE OF THE AFTERNOON (3:27 P.M.) OF THE 3D, 

THE SHIPS HAD REACHED THEIR CLOSEST APPROACH TO THE SHORES OF NORTH 
VIETNAM, A DISTANCE OF (BLANK ?)CAS RECVD ) MILES. AT THAT TIME, THEY 
TURNED TO THE NORTHEAST AND PROCEEDED PARALLEL TO THE COAST UNTIL THE 
EARLY EVENING (5:27 P.M. ). THE MADDOX HAD DETECTED THAT IT WAS BEING OB' 
SERVED BY A RADAR OPERATING FROM NORTHWESTERLY DIRECTION OF THE SORT 
UTILIZED BY NORTH VIETNAMESE PT BOATS AND GUNBOATS. 

ACT. . .<>• .OSD- 8 (1-8 ).o .. . • JCS/J3-'6(9-l4) 

CJCS-2(15-16 ) DJS~3( 17- 19 ) SJCS-3(20-22) J4-2(23-24> J5-K25) 
SACSA-5(26-30 ) DIA-4(31-34) NMCC-2( 35-36 ) JRG-2(37-3S) CSA-2 
(39-40) CSAF-2( 41-42 ) CMC-T0( 43-52-) (WHITEHOUSE )-3(53-55 ) 

RRA-1 (56 ) FILE-1 (57) (STATE) (57 )JRT 
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3. AT 5:27 P.M. THE SHIPS TURNED AWAY FROM LAND AND PROCEEDED TO THE 
SOUTHEAST TOWARD THE MOUTH OF THE GULF OF TONKIN., THE MADDOX REPORTED 
THAT A SURFACE CONTACT TO THE NORTH AT A RANGE OF 38*5 MILES HAD BEEN 
PARALLELING HER COURSE FOR THE PAST HOUR* THIS CONTACT WAS ALSO USING 
A RADAR OF THE TYPE INSTALLED UPON THE NORTH VIETNAMESE BOATS AND 
THERE WAS THEREFORE GOOD REASON TO SUPPOSE THAT SURVEILLANCE WAS BEING 
CONTINUED® A FEW HOURS LATER, AT 1:00 A.M, ON AUG 4, THE TWO SHIPS RE- 
VERSED COURSE AND PROCEEDED ONCE AGAIN IN A NORTHWESTERLY DIRECTION, 


4o BY EARLY AFTERNOON ON THE 4TH (2:00 P.M) THE DESTROYERS HAD RESUMED 
THE PATROL AT A POINT IN INTERNATIONAL WATERS SOME 25 MILES FROM THE 
SHORES OF NORTH VIETNAM® AT THAT TIME THE MADDOX REPORTED THAT YET AN- 
OTHER RADAR CONTACT HAD PARALLELED HER MOVEMENTS DURING THE PREVIOUS 
FOIERHOURS. SHE ALSO REPORTED THAT, DUE TO DISTANCE, THE TICONDEROGA 
WAS NOW UNABLE TO PROVIDE A CONTINUOUS OVERHEAD AIR PATROL® UNTIL 4:00 
PoM® THE DESTROYERS STEAMED SOUTHWEST PARALLEL TO THE COAST® 

5o AT THIS TIME, THE DESTROYERS BEGAN STEAMING DUE EAST IN THE GULF 
TOWARD THEIR NIGHT STEAMING AREA, THAT DAY'S PATROL WAS OVER® THUS FAR 
DURING THE TWO-DAY PERIOD OF AUG 3-4 THERE HAD BEEN NO INCIDENT OF ANY 
CONSEQUENCE. 

6. BY 7:40 ON THE EVENING OF THE 4TH , THE DESTROYERS HAD REACHED A 
POINT ON THEIR EASTWARD TRACK MORE THAN 65 MILES FROM THE COAST OF 
NORTH VIETNAM® AT APPROXIMATELY THIS TIME THE SHIPS BECAME ALERTED TO 
A POSSIBLE ATTACK. THEY HAD PICKED UP THREE HIGH SPEED CONTACTS CLOSING 
FROM THE NORTHEAST, THE MADDOX REPORTED THAT AN ATTACK APPEARED 
"IMMINENT" AND THAT SHE AND THE TURNER JOY WERE CHANGING COURSE AND 
PROCEEDING AT MAXIMUM SPEED SOUTHEAST TOWARD THE MOUTH OF THE GULF OF 
TONKIN. 

7o SHORTLY AFTER CHANGING COURSE TO THE SOUTHEAST THE DESTROYERS DIS- 
COVERED ANOTHER CLOSING CONTACT TO THE SOUTHEAST, TWO OTHER CONTACTS 
WERE DISCOVERED — TO THE WEST AND TO THE NORTHWEST® ALL OF THESE CON- 
TACTS LATER DRIFTED ASTERN AS BOTH DESTROYERS CONTINUED AT HIGH SPEED 
TO THE SOUTHEAST® 


8. NOT LONG THEREAFTER, THE SHIPS DETECTED ON THEIR RADARS TWO UNIDENT- 
IFIED SURFACE VESSELS AND THREE UNIDENTIFIED AIRCRAFT TO THE NORTH- 
EAST, COUPLED WITH EARLIER WARNINGS, THE PRESENCE OF THESE CONTACTS 
ALSO LED TO APPREHENSIONS OF IMMINENT ATTACK® THE SHIPS WENT TO GENERAL 
QUARTERS AT ABOUT 8:00 P.M., ALL HANDS MANNING THEIR BATTLE STATIONS, 
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9o AS THEY PROCEEDED SOUTHEAST IN THE GULF THE TWO DESTROYERS PICKED UP 
AT LEAST THREE ADDITIONAL SURFACE RADAR CONTACTS IN FORMATION TO THE 
EASTo THESE CONTACTS GENERALLY PARALLELED THE COURSES OF THE MADDOX 
AND TURNER JOY, AND WERE TRACKED BOTH ON THE NAVIGATIONAL AND THE 
FIRE CONTROL RADARS AT SPEEDS FROM 20 TO ABOVE 30 KNOTS o BECAUSE OF 
THEIR HIGH SPEED AND RELATIVELY SMALL SIZE, THE CONTACTS WERE EVAL- 
UATED AS PT BOATS OR GUNBOATS. THESE VESSELS APPARENTLY WERE LYING 
IN WAIT FOR THE TWO DESTROYERS WITH THE HOPE OF AMBUSHING THEM ON THEIR 
ORIGINAL EASTWARD COURSE OR AS THEY PROCEEDED SOUTHWARD OUT OF THE GULF 
OF TONKIN. 

10. AT 9: 34 ON THE EVENING OF THE 4TH THE ATTACKS BEGAN. IN ADDITION TO 
IH e'^FSTUTT^ CONTACTS TO THE EAST, THE TURNER JOY HAD DETECTED OTHER SUR- 
FACE CONTACTS SOME 9,000 YARDS TO THE EAST WHICH WERE CLOSING VERY 
RAPIDLY. THE MADDOX ALSO PICKED UP ONE OF THESE CONTACTS IMMEDIATELY 
AND TRACKED IT AS IT SPEEDED IN TOWARD THE DESTROYERS. SHORTLY THERE- 
AFTER, TWO NEW CONTACTS WERE REPORTED APPROACHING THE DESTROYERS FROM 
THE SOUTH AND CLOSING AT A. RELATIVE SPEED OF MORE THAN 70 MILES PER HOUR. 

11. AT RANGE 6,200 YARDS, ONE OF THE CLOSE CONTACTS FROM THE EAST 
SUDDENLY TURNED OUTBOARD, A MANEUVER FREQUENTLY ASSOCIATED WITH THE 
LAUNCHING OF A TORPEDO AND A TURN AWAY TO ESCAPE. ALMOST IMMEDIATELY 
THEREAFTER, SONAR DETECTED TORPEDO NOISES ON THE BLARING OF THE SUSPECT- 
ED LAUNCH POINT. BOTH SHIPS MANEUVERED TO EVADE THE TORPEDO. THE MADDOX 
THEN COMMENCED ILLUMINATING FIRE WITH HER MAIN FIVE- INCH BATTERY AND 
TURNER JOY OPENED DESTRUCTIVE FIRE WITH HER MAIN BATTERY AGAINST THE 
ATTACKING CRAFT FROM THE EAST. THE TORPEDO PASSED PARALLEL TO THE 
TURNER JOY FROM AFT FORWARD AT A DISTANCE OF ABOUT 300 FEET AND 

WAS VISUALLY SIGHTED BY AT LEAST FOUR MEMBERS OF THE TURNER JOY’S 
CREW, ONE OF WHOM WAS THE ANTI-SUBMARINE WARFARE OFFICER. ADDITIONAL 
TORPEDO RUNS WERE REPORTED BY SONAR IMMEDIATELY THEREAFTER. 

12. THE NEXT TWO HOURS WERE A PERIOD OF CONTINUED ATTACKS BY TORPEDOS 
AND BY SMALL CALIBRE WEAPONS J OF EVASION MANEUVERS; AND OF EFFORTS 

BY THE DESTROYERS TO MAKE THEIR WAY OUT OF THE GULF OF TONKIN WHILE 
REPELLING THE ATTACKS AS BEST THEY COULD UNDER CONDITIONS OF DARKNESS 
AND POOR VISIBILITY. ADDITIONAL TORPEDOS WERE FIRED AND A NUMBER OF 
ATTACKING VESSELS WERE TRACKED BY EXPERIENCED RADAR PERSONNEL ON THE 
FIRE CONTROL AND SEARCH RADARS OF THE DESTROYERS. THE TURNER JOY TOOK 
AT LEAST SEVEN RADAR CONTACTS UNDER FIRE AND OBTAINED REPEATED HITS 
THAT WERE VERIFIED BY RADAR AND BY VISUAL SIGHTINGS OF BLACK SMOKE 
BILLOWING FROM THE ATTACKING CRAFT THAT WERE STRUCK. ONE OF THE 
ATTACKING VESSELS, AFTER BEING HIT BY THE TURNER JOY, DISAPPEARED FROM 
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THE RADAR SCOPE AND WAS PRESUMED SUNK* THE ATTACKING VESSELS WERE 
OBSERVED AND IDENTIFIED AS TORPEDO BOATS BY THE TURNER JOY’S CREW 
VHEN ILLUMINATED BY FLARES* 

13* LATE IN THE ATTACK, SEARCH LIGHT ACTIVITY FROM AT LEAST ONE 
ATTACKING VESSEL WAS OBSERVED BY BRIDGE PERSONNEL OF THE TURNER JOY* 

14* FINALLY, AFTER MORE THAN TWO HOURS UNDER ATTACK, THE DESTROYERS 
IMPORTED AT 1:30' A.M. THAT THE ATTACKING VESSELS HAD BROKEN OFF THE 
ENGAGEMENT. THE MADDOX AND THE TURNER JOY THEN CONTINUED OUT OF THE 
GULF OF TONKIN WITHOUT FURTHER INCIDENT. UNQUOTE 


2o DEPARTING FOR DANANG AND THENCE TO TURNER JOY TO INTERVIEW CO, WHO 
APPARENTLY HAS CONSIDERABLE KNOWLEDGE EVENTS AUG 4 ATTACK* 

3* ALTHOUGH DETAILS ENGAGEMENT WILL REQUIRE CONSIDERABLE DATA REFINE- 
MENT, BELIEVE ATTACK CLEARLY OCCURRED ESSENTIALLY AS DESCRIBED IN 
CABLE. 

4* IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS /COMMENTS RE PROPOSED REPORT, COMMUNICATE TO 
US THROUGH CAPTAIN MASTERSON, COMNAVB SUBIC* WE DEPART FOR DANANG 
0800 LOCAL TIME TUESDAY. PLAN ARRIVE D.C. WEDNESDAY MORNING AUG 12* 
RETURNING WITH WITNESS STATEMENTS, EXTRACTS FROM LOGS AND COPIES OF 
1ST TRACES* 
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